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In an effort to alleviate the problem of homelessness, the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) has allocated monies to provide up to two-years of Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) through two new projects:  (1) Homeless Youth in the West Central Region covering Muskegon, Kent, Ottawa, Newaygo, Oceana, Lake and Mason counties and (2) Homeless Families with children in the West Central Region covering Muskegon, Kent and Oceana counties.   

· Homeless Youth:  A youth between the ages of 18-24, or a legally emancipated minor who are homeless, aged out of the foster care system, and/or exited the juvenile justice system.

· Families With Children:  An Adult(s) with a biological child(ren), or legal guardianship of a child, who is under 18 or, enrolled in school and expected to graduate by age 19.  This includes, but is not limited to grandparents raising grandchildren and women who are pregnant.

Persons applying for either project will present with a lack of fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, including those living in:

· A publicly or privately operated shelter or transitional facility designed to provide temporary living accommodations;

· An institution that provides temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized ;

· A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (including living on the streets, at a state park, or in an automobile);

· Doubled up (couch surfing).
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If you meet the eligibility criteria outlined above and the rental unit you choose to reside in meets the Housing Quality Standards (HQS) and rental limits set forth by HUD, MSHDA may be able to help pay your rent.

Applications can be picked up in person on May 16, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the following locations:

Every Woman’s Place/Webster House Youth Services

Smith-Ryerson Facility

1221 W. Laketon Avenue





550 Wood Street

Muskgon, MI  49441





Muskegon, MI 49442

Applications will be accepted by mail or in person at the Every Woman’s Place location until June 14th and applicants will be notified by phone and/or mail regarding the status of their application.  Questions?  Contact Heather Wiegand, Webster House Youth Services Director of Operations at (231)759-7909, Ext. 240, or Lori Trautner, Webster House Youth Services Independent Living Skills Specialist at (231) 759-7909, Ext. 256.

Requirements:  You must provide a COPY of proof of residency in Muskegon County when you submit your application.  Acceptable documentation includes:  a current lease, driver’s license, state ID card, utility bill, social security printout, or voter’s registration card.  If the applicant or household member works, or has been hired to work in Muskegon County, please provide a COPY of the work address or a letter from the employer verifying employment.


TBRA Coupons are being made available to help the most-in-need members of society; those with incomes of up to 20% Area Median Income (AMI).
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ATTENTION:  MUSKEGON COUNTY RESIDENTS


Are you currently HOMELESS?


Do you need help finding HOUSING?











