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Project Overview:
	The Michigan Statewide Homeless Management Information System (MSHMIS) is a singular statewide web-based technology used to capture data on homeless populations and their needs. MSHMIS will also gather performance outcomes measures to assist in continuous improvement of homeless programs and services and facilitate systems change. 




Goal(s):
	1.
	Create an unduplicated client services data base of all homeless and at-risk populations in Michigan – organized by County, Continuum of Care, Agency, and provider groups.


	2.
	Provide accurate and reliable data that details descriptors of homeless needs and service gaps.




Expected Outcomes:
	
	Providers, funders, and policy makers will have ready access to high quality data on homeless populations, service needs, and performance outcomes.



Current Status:

MSHMIS has been implemented in all 60 of Michigan’s Continuum of Care areas and all 83 counties statewide. Over 1,000 users in over 300 agencies are actively gathering data on client activities. Organizations participating include supportive housing providers, emergency and transitional shelters, day shelters and warming centers, case management programs, feeding centers and food pantries, outreach programs, Community Action Agencies, health care providers, mental health providers, drug and alcohol treatment providers, homeless youth and runaway providers, and faith-based providers. Grand Rapids, Saginaw, and Washtenaw are using systems that they manage on their own, but will be transporting data into our statewide database sometime later in 2007.  All Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) grantees are required to enter client activity data via MSHMIS – effective June 1, 2006. Participation of Domestic Violence agencies has been forestalled by recent federal legislation (the Violence Against Women Act of 2005), but we are working with the provider community to develop mutually acceptable strategies for alternative approaches to gathering data compatible with HUD’s HMIS data standards. Other homeless assistance initiatives using MSHMIS include: Housing Resource Specialists, Transitional Supportive Housing Leasing Assistance Providers, McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Coordinators, Tenant Based Rental Assistance Homeless Preference Programs, Housing Choice Voucher Homeless Preference Pilot Programs, Homeless Prevention Challenge Grants, Department of Community Health PATH, Shelter+Care, and HOPWA Programs, and Michigan Network for Youth and Families Homeless/Runaway Youth Providers. 






