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Project Overview:

The Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) has committed three million dollars targeted to Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) to provide supportive housing for homeless youth ages 18-24.  For this initiative, MSHDA has partnered with the Department of Human Services (DHS), Michigan Network for Youth and Families (MNYF), and the Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH).  Programs will provide supportive transitional and wraparound services to youth and engage them fully while assisting them to learn how to support themselves.
Goal(s):

	1.
	Establish the leadership role of youth service providers to insure the project’s effectiveness with the target population;

	2.
	Create local models of supportive housing for youth who have experienced homelessness;

	3.
	Develop and implement strategies that rapidly move individuals in need of safe, stable, affordable housing into permanent supportive housing;

	4.
	Promote collaboration between local units of government, service providers, businesses, and philanthropic entities;

	5.
	Build effective partnerships to insure linkages and access to services;

	6.
	Commit linkages between this initiative and local, state, and federal funding streams;

	7.
	Build capacity and develop technical skills among key stakeholders to create and/or replicate supportive housing models for future projects.

	8.
	Align with and support local 10-Year Plans to End Homelessness;

	9.
	Create or support local Interagency Service Teams representing the needs of homeless youth.


Expected Outcomes:

	1.
	Increase the number of permanent supportive housing units for survivors of youth who are homeless;

	2.
	Increase the capacity at the local level to create supportive housing that address the needs in their respective community;

	3.
	Bridging of partnerships that have not typically occurred;

	4.
	Reduce the duration of homelessness for youth who enter the emergency shelter system;

	5.
	Decrease the time required to assist youth in securing mainstream services, entitlement benefits, and opportunities for increased income;

	6.
	Increase the numbers of youth who exit the shelter system with positive housing outcomes;

	7.
	Decrease measurable net costs of homelessness for public systems (over time).


Current Status:

At present, nine (9) service agencies across the state have been awarded funds to create supportive housing units for youth who have experienced homelessness by providing two (2) years of rental assistance.  Through these nine agencies, we anticipate providing 265 homeless youth with rental assistance.  All eight (8) of the Regions received Homeless Youth funding and 53 counties will be served.  All targeted youth must have incomes at or below 20% Area Median Income (AMI).  We anticipate that all participating youth will be assisted by Fall 2007.
