
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



New Faces:

Paul Beiring 

My name is Paul Beiring, and I am a new student assistant here at MSHDA with the Supportive Housing & Homeless Initiatives (SHHI) division. It has been a pleasure to help put together this month’s newsletter. I am currently attending graduate school at Michigan State University pursuing a Master’s of Social Work. Prior to joining MSHDA, I have worked on the clinical side of social work doing counseling and case management. I have also served seven years in the United States Army Reserves with the 652nd Engineer Company out of Marquette Michigan.

Phone: (517) 335-4461

Email: beiringp@michigan.gov
Connie Hackney 
Prior to accepting my position with the Office of SHHI, I served as executive assistant for three MSHDA executive directors spanning a period of 22 years. I joined the division in November as a Homeless Assistance Specialist for the central and southwest Michigan regions. I look forward to meeting and working with each of you. 

Phone: (517) 241-3029

Email: hackneyc@michigan.gov


What’s New?

The Michigan Housing Locator
The Michigan Housing Locator, an exciting and much needed tool, is now available to tenants and landlords. The Housing Locator is an easy-to-use, free search engine for both tenants and landlords that covers every square inch of Michigan. The Housing Locator is available 24/7 and continuously self up-dates, providing real-time rental information. It is powered by a well-tooled database with over 100,000 rental properties. Interactive maps show the property location and surroundings.

The Housing Locator is a great site for both tenants and landlords. By entering the Web-site below, tenants are able to search for available and affordable housing in their area. Tenants have the ability to narrow their search for rental properties to fit individual needs, such as locations that offer or accept Housing Choice Vouchers, handicap accessibility, or other desired amenities.

The Housing Locator is a free advertising site for Michigan landlords regardless of the unit’s rental rate. Landlords can post pictures of their properties and apartments. If desired, landlords can post their application and lease agreement and track the number of hits received.

MSHDA is hopeful that Continuum of Care bodies will spread the word of this exciting new tool! By familiarizing tenants and landlords and having them embrace this site, searches for housing should become much easier. 

http://www.michiganhousinglocator.com/.

$14.5 Million Allocated to End Homelessness

In 2006, Michigan accomplished what no other state in the country has achieved with 100% of its counties completing 10-Year Plans to End Homelessness. Communities across the state are working toward a common vision—the elimination of homelessness in Michigan.

MSHDA is committed to supporting those communities who have completed their 10-Year Plans to End Homelessness. With the release of the Campaign to End Homelessness Housing Initiatives NOFA 2006-2007, MSHDA, with support from our state partners, made $14.5 million available for housing related supports for the following targeted populations:

· Chronic Homeless

· Homeless Survivors of Domestic Violence

· Homeless Youth

· Homeless Families with Children

http://www.michigan.gov/mshda/0,1607,7-141-5515---,00.htm.
Deadlines

ESG Application Deadline – January 12, 2007

The deadline for Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) applications has been changed from January 5 to January 12 (postmarked). The ESG application should be submitted through the on-line HALO system. All other accompanying documents (hard copy) must be received at the MSHDA office, postmarked, by January 12. Emergency Shelter Grants will be reviewed and mailed out by the end of February.

The 2007 grants will have a term of April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2008. 

Point-In-Time Counts – January 25, 2007

This year’s Point in Time count (PIT) is rapidly approaching. Remember that PIT counts are extremely valuable for program planning on all levels. Communities use PIT counts to determine the size and scope of the homeless problem at the local level, to plan services and programs that fit the need of the community and to measure progress in determining homelessness. At the federal leve,l HUD requires the data to understand the extent and nature of homelessness, to provide Congress with information on services provided, possible gaps in service and also for funding.

If you are having trouble organizing or planning a PIT for you community, HUD offers two guidance booklets that can be of great assistance. The booklets are, “A Guide to Counting Unsheltered Homeless People” and “A Guide to Counting Sheltered Homeless People.” These can be found on the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development website at www.hud.gov/
Regional and Leadership Councils Representatives Identified—January 31, 2007

Each region must have identified two representatives to serve on the Leadership Council (Region 8 must identify three names—one from the City of Detroit). Please send those identified individuals and their contact information to Juliann Kline at klinej1@michigan.gov by January 31, 2007

Progress Report Deadline is March 15, 2007 

Third Quarter Progress Report period is December 1, 2006 to February 28, 2007 (See ESG information) 

By-Law Amendment Deadline – April 5, 2007

ESG grantees must revise their By-Laws to state: “A homeless or formerly homeless individual will be a participating member of the Board . . .” The revised By-Laws must be submitted to MSHDA no later than April 5, 2007. This is a HUD requirement in accordance with Section 575.56 (3) (b) of the ESG Regulations which states, “Each unit of local government, Indian tribe, and nonprofit recipient that receives funds under this part must provide for the participation of homeless individuals on its policy-making entity in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 11375(d).” 

Grantees requesting exceptions must:

· Prepare a letter to HUD outlining why they cannot meet this requirement

· E-mail the letter to Janet Irrer at irrerja@michigan.gov 

· Those with questions regarding this By-Law requirement or exceptions can contact Janet Irrer at 517.335.3038.

2007-2008 ESG News and Information

New Grant Term: April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2008

Since the term of the 2006-07 grant term is June 1, 2006 to May 31, 2007, there is a two month overlap in funding in April and May 2007. Consequently, CoC allocations for 2007-2008 are equal to 10 months of funding or 83.33% of the 2006 allocation.

FSR - New Policy for Payment Requests 

Effective April 1, 2007, ESG and RHI grants under $50,000 will be required to request grant funds in one “lump sum payment” via the HALO FSR process. Grantees can request the funds at the beginning of the grant term as an advance OR at the end of the grant term as a reimbursement. 

NOTE: If funds are requested as an advance, HUD requires that 

a) funds be kept in a non-interest bearing account and, 

b) a final accounting of the advance funds will be required at the end of the grant term 
 (via a final FSR submitted on HALO). 

For grants over $50,000, two FSRs may be submitted during the grant period. If your agency needs an advance, a third FSR will be required to show the advance has been expended (with no cash on hand).

Funds for 2007 grants will not be disbursed until:

· Final FSRs have been submitted for 2006 grants;

· Final progress reports have been submitted;

· All special conditions have been met.

Progress Reports 

All 2006 progress reports must be completed through the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS), they are no longer completed on the HALO system. Domestic violence (DV) agencies should utilize the DV Access database created by the Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness. 

MSHDA still requires a signed hard copy and an electronic copy of your progress reports. 

Step 1:
print a hard copy of your report, obtain the signature of your Executive Director 
and mail to:

 

MSHDA-SHHI

Attention: Chris Hall

P. O. Box 30044

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Step 2:
send an electronic copy to Chris Hall at hallc3@michigan.gov.

Failure to submit progress reports may jeopardize current funding and/or funding for the 2007-2008 grant year. Grantees experiencing technical difficulty with the submission of the progress reports can contact Chris Hall at hallc3@michigan.gov.

Deadline for reporting period 12/1/06 to 2/28/07 is March 15, 2007. 

Project Homeless Connect

The mission of Project Homeless Connect is to rally cities to support and create lasting solutions for the homeless. Project Homeless Connect (PHC) is a national best practice model that originated in San Francisco under Mayor Gavin Newsom's leadership in October 2004. PHC is now implemented in 32 cities across the United States. PHC is the beginning of a new way to address homelessness. It is a one-day, one-stop shop to deliver real services to people experiencing real homelessness in our community. This is also about a commitment to move from simply managing homelessness towards really ending homelessness. 

Michigan communities that will be having a Project Homeless Connect this month are Grand Rapids, Monroe, Wayne-Metro, Cass, Alpena, Macomb, Kalamazoo, Lenawee, and Berrien County. If you would like to organize a PHC in your community, or would just like to get more information, you can visit the Interagency Council on Homelessness website at http://www.ich.gov/.
Look for more information on Project Homeless Connect in the next issue of the newsletter.

Statewide Programs to Help with Winter Energy Costs

While natural gas prices are expected to be lower this winter, a cold winter can result in more energy use and higher heating bills. Following is information on special payment plans and programs that may help meet your energy needs and protect you from gas and electric service shut-off. Please keep this resource handy and share it with others.

Winter Protection Plan

The Winter Protection Plan (WPP) protects seniors and low-income customers of MPSC-regulated natural gas and electric companies, and rural electric cooperatives from electric or natural gas shut-off 
and high utility payments between November 1 and March 31. Contact: Consumers Energy at 
(800) 477-5050 or http://www.consumersenergy.com/welcome.htm
The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW)

THAW is a non-profit organization that provides last-resort energy assistance for low-income households who are in danger of losing essential heat or electricity, or whose energy services are shut off. THAW facilitates its program through collaborating with agencies such as Salvation Army, Community Action Agencies, churches, and other community based organizations. There are over 100 THAW sites in 65 counties throughout Michigan. Contact: 1-800-866-THAW.

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a special federal tax benefit for low-income workers. Those who qualify will owe less in taxes and may get a refund. Even a person who does not generally owe income tax can get the EITC, but must file a tax return to do so. If you are married, you must file jointly to qualify. To find out if you qualify, visit the U.S. Treasury, IRS Web site.

Programs - Department Of Human Services 

State Emergency Relief (SER) Program
You do not have to be a client of the DHS to apply for help through the SER crisis assistance program. This program is available year-round, subject to availability of funds, to assist low-income households that have received an energy shut-off notice or need deliverable fuel. However, if you receive a DHS cash grant, you may use part of it toward your energy bills.

Energy Direct
If you currently receive assistance from the DHS and your energy service is subject to shut-off, you may automatically qualify for the Energy Direct program. DHS makes payments directly to your account if you qualify for this program. Energy Direct is a payment plan that also protects you from service shut-off. The account must be in your name. Call (800) 477-5050 to see if you qualify for the Energy Direct program.
Low-income Weatherization
You may receive assistance weatherizing your home to help lower your energy bills if you meet low-income guidelines. Weatherizing includes caulking, weather-stripping and insulation. For more information, contact your local Michigan Community Action Agency Association. 

Medical Emergency Protection
If you have a qualifying, documented temporary medical emergency, you could be protected from energy service shut-off for nonpayment of your energy bill for up to 21 days. Contact Consumers Energy at 
(800) 477-5050 or http://www.consumersenergy.com/welcome.htm
Military: Shut-off Protection on Active Duty
Full-time active military personnel may apply for shut-off protection for up to 90 days and may request shut-off extensions of this protection by re-applying. For more information on these plans, contact your local Department of Human Services office or go to the Consumer Energy Website at: http://www.consumersenergy.com/welcome.htm
Success Stories

Letter to the Editor (Clinton County News January 7, 2007)

RAVE appreciates community support

“I would like to thank the students from the St. Johns Middle School for raising funds to help survivors of domestic and sexual violence.

The week of December 11-15, the “Coins for a Cause” spare change drive competition between sixth, seventh and eighth graders raised $915.52. A special thank you to the St. Johns Middle School Student Council, and Josh Heethuis, for their hard work and support 
of our program.

We are overwhelmed with the support from our community. A simple word of thanks can hardly say how much your kindness means.

Thank you for choosing to support RAVE this holiday season.”
—Jody Smith,
Executive Director
RAVE

The Devedas

Here is a story of one of the families we have helped this year. The names have been changed to protect confidentiality.

“Recently, Louise and John Deveda came to our SOS Housing Crisis Center in Ypsilanti for help. Before coming to SOS, this Native American family had been moving from reservation to reservation with no real place to call home. The Devedas said the waiting list for reservation housing was very long and they were worried. You can imagine what all this moving around was doing to their children. How would they make friends or go to school? The family had recently moved to Michigan from another state because Louise had a rare medical condition and needed treatment from the U of M hospital. All of the troubles in their lives had added up and left the family homeless. Louise and John didn’t want to have to choose between sleeping in their car or on the streets, so they came to SOS. SOS was able to get the Devedas into our Prospect Place Family Shelter, where they live today. Louise and John’s kids now have a safe place to play, and the family is working with SOS to find permanent housing. Without the help of SOS, the Deveda’s would have remained homeless.”
—Nancy Shore, MSW 
Community Relations Coordinator
SOS Community Services—Ypsilanti


Save the Date

Michigan Conference on Affordable Housing—April 30 to May 2, 2007
Lansing Center, Lansing, Michigan

The conference will include a variety of relevant sessions. Tentatively, these include sessions on chronic homelessness, supportive housing development, supportive employment, Project Homeless Connect, consumer empowerment, Housing First, HMIS outcomes, rural homeless issues, and 10-year plan implementation. In addition, the conference offers a tremendous opportunity for meeting and networking with peers and other potential partners from across the state.

“The Pursuit of Happyness”
To heighten awareness of homelessness, Sony Pictures made available to MSHDA a prescreening of “The Pursuit of Happyness” in Michigan's three largest media areas, Detroit, Flint, and Grand Rapids. Donovan and Smith made the movie available in Lansing. 
The movie, starring Will Smith, is the story of a loving, caring, hard-working father—Chris Gardner, the 2005 Michigan Affordable Housing Conference’s keynote speaker—and his 5-year-old son, who were forced to sleep in shelters, bus stations, public restrooms, or wherever else they could find refuge for 
the night. 
The movie preview was offered to those working with the homeless or “opinion leaders” in the community. Those invited included shelter providers, mayors, county commissioners, business leaders, service providers, and faith-based organizations. The Office of Supportive Housing and Homeless Initiatives coordinated prescreening gala events at the theaters, and community homeless advocates spoke prior to the movie, helping to put a face on homelessness. Speakers at the galas spoke about Michigan’s 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness and various other pertinent homeless topics.

Continuum News

Domestic violence a major cause of homelessness

By Fred Gray News-Review staff writer
Friday, January 5, 2007 2:13 PM EST
By far the largest segment of the homeless population in Northern Michigan, as well as in the rest of the country, is made up of women and children who have suffered from domestic violence.

For the past 30 years, the Women's Resource Center of Northern Michigan has provided support for battered women and their children, including shelter, and has sought to educate the public of the problem.

The center recognizes that men can be victims as well, and are eligible for their services, although their numbers are far fewer than women.

Recently the Continuum of Care, a collaborative group that represents 19 organizations in Emmet and Charlevoix counties working to alleviate homelessness, included in its 10-year plan specific strategies toward ending homelessness for victims of domestic abuse.

“We are committed to ending domestic violence in our community as well as offering supportive services to people that are experiencing it,” said Jamie Winters, chairperson of the Continuum of Care as well as safe home coordinator of the Women's Resource Center.

Jan Mancinelli, executive director of the WRC, said the community has been behind the program from the beginning. Before the shelter ever opened in 1979, people volunteered the use of their homes year round and even cottages during the off-season for victims of violence.

A recent study concluded that more than 400 people experience homelessness in Charlevoix and Emmet counties at some time during the course of each year, and hundreds more live doubled-up in the homes 
of family and friends, or are at imminent risk of homelessness, living in substandard or housing they cannot afford.

Recent history
Mancinelli said domestic violence as a major source of homelessness became evident soon after the Women’s Resource Center opened its doors in February of 1977.

	

	


That was a year before Michigan passed a law making domestic violence a crime, the third state in the country to do so.

“Within three months a woman showed up with three garbage bags full of clothes, and kids in tow, and was beat to a pulp. At that point early volunteers and founders of the WRC said, ‘We’ve got to do something,” Mancinelli said.

“Before then, if you were assaulted on the street you had more rights than if you were assaulted in your own home by your partner. At that point it was not against the law to assault your own partner,” Mancinelli said, adding that domestic abuse is rooted in sexism, oppression against women, that goes back before the printed word.

In 1980 the WRC opened its first shelter, and has operated it non-stop since. It was in a rented facility until July of 1982 and then it bought a home with a grant from a private foundation.

In subsequent years, state and federal funds have been available for domestic abuse programming such as those offered by the WRC, which focus on support, system change, community education and awareness-raising.

The WRC's tidy, spacious and comfortable shelter has been expanded many times since it was purchased, and can now house up to 25 women and children. Winters said it averages about 8.5 guests a night.

“There are times when we are full,” she said. “Then there are times when we have only two people. I feel it’s properly sized for the needs of the community, and we have no plans for further expansion.”

Positive developments in law
Mancinelli said that in the early ‘80’s “the center housed a lot more people than now because over the span of 27 years the laws have gotten better for protecting women and for allowing them to stay in their homes.”

There are also personal protection orders, which are issued by the circuit court to protect a person from being hit, threatened, harassed, or stalked by another person. The PPO may prevent an abusive spouse from entering the family home.

And counties such as Emmet and Charlevoix have victims’ advocates who are part of the prosecuting attorneys’ staff.

The bottom line, Mancinelli says, is that the not-in-residence client population has risen dramatically while the numbers of homeless victims have fallen.

“There are now more services that help keep women in their own homes without having to become homeless. But it's still a huge problem and they still represent the biggest portion of homeless people in our country. They’re still driven out of their homes, more often than not,” she said.

She said the center’s advocates staffing the 24/7 crisis line use a tool called “The Power and Control Wheel” that helps callers recognize when their partners are exhibiting abusive behavior.

“We’re looking for patterns of control that go on from an abuser in a battering relationship. If he was kicking the dog yesterday and making threats, he could hurt you just as easily,” Mancinelli said.

Once admitted to the shelter, the victims and their children are secure in a homelike atmosphere with a team of trained paid and volunteer staff.

They are welcome to stay as long as reasonably necessary to put their lives in order, with the help of the center’s advocates who are well-trained in the systems that can help them move forward.

“There are community resources to help with some emergency types of funding for housing, legal assistance and transportation. And there is support for day care. We can also help with counseling, advocacy, education and job searching, and information and referral.

“And our shelter is located in a confidential location but most batterers know that if they show up there, they would be held accountable. Battering is really a crime that is done deliberately behind closed doors so they won’t be held accountable. They don’t want to be caught,” Winters said.

Mancinelli said shelter provided by the WRC takes women away from the source of their problems—the batterer. But it also is the source of hardship.

“Women leaving relationships for their physical and emotional safety are putting themselves on the edge for living in poverty and all the other negative consequences.

“They usually leave about 75 percent of their income behind and disrupt their families. And a battered woman stands more of a chance of being injured or killed after she leaves the relationship than when she’s in it. Once she leaves the relationship, she has interfered with the power base,” she said.

A point of view
Many battered women have resources—money and other support systems—to rely on, so they don't need the shelter.

“We see more people who have resources in the ‘not-in-residence' program that we have where they receive counseling and advocacy services. It’s not only poor, lower-class people that this happens to,” Mancinelli said.

She said last year the center counseled 573 victims of domestic abuse, two of them men, through a five-county area. During the year the center housed 74 kids and 68 women in the shelter.

Mancinelli said that while once the center may have been seen as a “last resort” for victims of domestic violence, today the communities have come to recognize it offers a valuable service.

“We might be the first stop now, because we are a recognizable alternative,” she said.

Mancinelli said women in higher socio-economic brackets can afford to pay for a private therapist whereas the center's counseling services are free.

“A traditional therapist not trained in domestic violence may inadvertently blame the victim for the abuse. He or she might ask, “What are your behaviors that trigger him to get angry?” That's what we call ‘victim blaming’ because you’re putting the responsibility for the abuser's behavior on the victim.

“That’s not the way we operate in providing the support and counseling. If you are being abused, our bottom line is: There is absolutely zero tolerance for any kind of abuse in a relationship,” Mancinelli said.

Needed: A cultural change
Mancinelli said the battered women's movement is trying to end domestic violence in families and work toward the social change that needs to occur in our culture.

“Unless every piece of society that comes in contact with this problem changes the way we deal with it, we will never achieve the social change that we want to happen out of this.”

She notes that the problem of sexism has been around for millennia.

“In fact, the root of the Latin word for family, ‘familia,’ means a man’s property (including his home and land), his cattle, his wife and his children​—in that order,” Mancinelli said.

“And the ‘Rule of Thumb’ is actually a 15th-century English law that says that “A man can beat his wife with an object no thicker than the thickness of his thumb.”

“So violence against a women and a man’s ability to control and beat his wife to keep her in line is an age-old thing. We gave men that kind of power way back when, and it persists today. Violence against women persists all over the world.

“Those attitudes and that type of acceptance of the abilities to control a woman is really inbred in our belief system,” she said.

The Women’s Resource Center’s 24-hour crisis and information line is 347-0082 or (800) 275-1995.

Fred Gray can be contacted at 439-9374, or fgray@petoskeynews.com.
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Jan Mancinelli, executive director of the Women’s Resource Center of Northern Michigan, stands beside the center’s bus at its headquarters in Petoskey. �(Fred Gray/News-Review)








“Women leaving relationships for� their physical and emotional safety are putting themselves on the edge for living in poverty and all the other negative consequences.”
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